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Access to child care facilities 
[bookmark: _Hlk54338674]STAFF AND FAMILIES COVID 19 POLICIES. 


COVID-19 & Children
COVID-19 virus has a low infection rate in children.  In B.C., less than 1% of children and youth tested have been COVID-19 positive. Most children are not at high risk for COVID-19 infection. Children under 1 year of age and older children with immune suppression and medical complexity are considered more vulnerable and at higher risk for illness (visit the BCCDC Priority Populations page for further details). Children who are considered more vulnerable can attend childcare. Parents and caregivers are encouraged to consult with their health care provider to determine if their child should attend childcare if they are uncertain. Children and youth typically have much milder symptoms of COVID-19, most often presenting with low-grade fever and a dry cough. GI symptoms are also common. Many children are asymptomatic. However, there is no conclusive evidence that children who are asymptomatic pose a risk to other children or to adults. Evidence indicates transmission involving children is primarily limited to household settings, and from COVID-19 positive adults to children. Most cases in children have been linked to a symptomatic household member. Clusters and outbreaks involving children and youth are unusual and tend only to occur in areas where there are high levels of community spread.            

The following policies and guidelines are the latest developed by the Ministry of Children and Family Development and the Health Care authorities.                                                
 https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/family-social-supports/caring-for-young-children/child-care-response-covid-19/child-care-response-covid-19-provider/child-care-response-covid-19-health-safety

The following policies must be observed and implemented daily: 
Staff Conduct
The physical space requirements for licensed child care settings set out in the Child Care Licensing Regulation mean that child care centres have sufficient space to support physical distancing between staff without reducing the number of children in care at any one time.    
Educators should minimize the frequency of direct physical contact with children and encourage children to minimize physical contact with each other. Educators should also maintain physical distancing from one another.  
Covid-19 Policies apply to all educators and any other adults entering the building.                                                                      Staff with symptoms must stay home until they receive a negative COVID-19 test and no fever is present, or until 10 days have pass[footnoteRef:1]ed and symptoms have resolved. [1: ] 

All educators must:
· Inform Management if leaving the Province/Country as this could affect your ability to work                               Notify management immediately if not feeling well                                                                                                                     request to leave work if unwell                                                                                                                                                      Make every effort to maintain 2 meters distance between each other                                                                                 Adhere to ONE person in the kitchen at a time and other room capacity signage                                                                 Stagger breaks so that no more than 2 people are in the lunch room at a time

1. STAFF AND CHILDREN HEALTH REQUIREMENTS. 

· If a Staff member or a child is experiencing any Flu like symptoms such as fever, cough, has been identified as a close contact with someone diagnosed with COVID, has been outside Canada for the past 14 days, or has any symptoms of another respiratory disease, please stay home and contact the local Health department for assessment. 
· If a Staff member feels ill during her shift, she/he must isolate herself in the premises, the Manager will contact the local Health officer, #811, and a family member to come and pick her up. 
· If a child feels ill during their time at PJ Kids Club, staff will isolate the child in the office, until we can reach the parents. Parents must come and pick up their child as soon as possible. 
· The remaining staff must sanitize the space where the ill staff or child has been resting. 
· The center reserves the right to ask any staff  or family member questions about their health in order to make the best decisions on behalf of the community, such as “have you traveled outside the province, do you or any family member has been exposed to the COVID 19, have you had any fever in the past 24 hours, and others that may deem important if the Center has observed any like flu/virus symptoms. 
· The center will reserve the right to call parents or any other family members to come and pick up the child or a staff member if deemed necessary. 
· It is the responsibility of the Staff member or the child’s family to inform the center of any circumstances that can potentially affect the rest of the PJ Kids Club Community, such as travel plans, visitors from out of town, and any other that can be useful information for contact tracing. 
· If you have any doubt about testing, please check the following appendix to know when should you get tested. 


2. PICK UP-DROP OFF 

· Drop off and pick up must happen outside the facility, parents or caregivers are not allowed inside the premises. However, if this becomes necessary, only one parent will be allowed in the facility. 
· If it becomes necessary to schedule meetings about the child, staff, or any other issues, they will be online or on the phone. 
· If a parent must come inside the facility, please stay 2 meters from them, as much as possible. Parents are to follow the same protocol as staff and children, wash hands entering the building and before leaving, cough or sneeze in elbows, dispose the tissues immediately, and stay home if you believe you should be self isolating. 
· All parents are required to wear face coverings, non-medical masks, or any sort of protective equipment. 

3. VISITORS:

All visitors at PJ Kids Club must report to the office. A daily COVID check ,  oral or written, will be required by the Center Manager  or any other adult in charge at the moment to enter the building. All visitors must wear a face mask or cover.  All visitors must sign attendance at the front desk. 

4. HANDWASHING AND RESPIRATORY ETIQUETE. 

· CHILDREN must wash their hands multiple times during the day, before and after going to the bathroom, meals, before and after playtime, homework, arts and crafts, and any other activity they do. Especially important if the child is sneezing or coughing. If a child is having a common cold, please ensure the child has paper tissue, cough, and sneeze on their elbow, and dispose the tissue right away in the trash. 
· STAFF must wash their hands when entering the building, before preparing any food, after preparing food, before and after going outside, avoid direct touch with the children if possible, before wearing any protective equipment, after disposing the garbage, after changing diapers, after applying any medication to a child, staff must wear gloves  for cleaning, attending first aid, after handling any pets or animals, after using the washroom, after sneezing or coughing, and their hands are visibly dirty. 
· Remind both staff and children NOT TO TOUCH THEIR EYES, MOUTH OR NOSE
· If the staff or children use tissues for runny noses, dispose them immediately. If the staff or child is sneezing or coughing use elbows. 
· Stay home if you are feeling ill. 



5. PHYSICAL DISTANCE. 

STAFF: 
· Staff should maintain a distance of at least 2 meters from each other. Where this is not possible, try to minimize the time spent close to each other to a minimum, and finish the task on hand as fast as possible. 
· Only one staff in the smaller places of the facility at a time, such as kitchen, hallways, and office.
· Staff should avoid direct physical contact with parents. Staff must reinforce the policies among the parents and among each other. If you feel a staff member or parent is coming too close too you, you have the right to remind them politely and kindly. 
· Keep hygiene protocols and reinforce them. 
· It is the staff choice to wear a mask or other protective equipment. 

CHILDREN:
· Minimize the frequency of physical contact with the children. 
· Organize the daily activities for the children in small groups rather that all of them together. 
· Organize the snacks and mealtimes either in different times or break the group per family members in separate tables, scatter them around the facility. 
· Spend time outside more often, all meals and snacks if possible. 
· Limit the number of toys and use large equipment rather than smaller pieces. 
· Encourage social distance between them when possible, and use “hands to yourself” when ever appropriate to discourage children to touch each other. 
● Have a group outside while another is inside 
● Set up regular activities outside such as; snack time, and art              
 ● Avoid activities that require direct contact between children (e.g. holding hands) • Avoid getting down to child’s face level (ie: bend only part way when zipping up coats vs: kneeling in front of the child) • Find alternate ways to show affection such as air hugs, big waves, air kisses  • Carry infants facing away from you whenever possible
 • Maintain 6 feet social distancing with parents • Use glove when wiping child’s nose 


6. CLEANING AND DISINFECTION. 
· Remove all stuffed toys, pillows, blankets, dress up, or any other fabric surface. 
· If children need the comfort stuffed toy from home, keep it for the child’s use only, in a separate container. 
· Remove any unnecessary materials around the classroom. 
· Place the children belongings in their own enclosed space if possible and try to separate them from each other. 
· Hight traffic areas and touching surfaces such as washrooms, door handles, refrigerator, microwave, kitchen counter, and other that you may identify, must be cleaning constantly during the day. A fresh bleach solution should be prepared daily in the morning. 
· Empty all garbage containers daily. 
· If you choose to wear gloves, please dispose the gloves every time after use. 
· All kitchen towels must be washed and disinfected daily. 
· Fresh cleaning supplies are available to staff. 
· Physical distancing is not possible in a childcare setting, but it is important that we do what we can to try to assist children to understand these rules that are so important outside of childcare. Use ideas that work for your classroom so you can accommodate smaller groups with more space.                                                    


7. MEALS AND SNACKS: 
· Do not allow children to share food or drinks. All children must bring their own water bottle. 
· When serving snacks, please provide the children with one plate for each other. No buffet style serving. No offering food from a common plate. 
· Only one staff member in the kitchen at a time. 
· Designate a space where food will be distributed to the children, disinfect the are before and after serving the food. 

8. PERSONNAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT. 
· Staff are required to wear masks inside, except for the times when the staff eats or drinks, as social distance can not be maintained. 
· It is not recommended for young children to wears masks. 
· Before you choose to wear protective equipment, please learn to do it right. The misuse of protective equipment is as well risky. Get the facts before taking your decision. Follow the recommendations of the Health authorities. 
· Gloves are MANDATORY to clean blood, vomit, runny nose, stool, urine, other body fluids, and when diapering. 



9. OTHER IMPORTANT REMINDERS: 

· Limit sharing supplies of common use, such as cell phones, tablets, pens, computer, between the staff. If you use the center’s phone, please disinfect it after every use with a bleach or alcohol wipe. 
· Provide lots of high touch materials to the children such as art supplies, so we avoid sharing. 
· Increase ventilations, open doors, and windows. 
· STAY HOME IF YOU ARE SICK. 
· AVOID TOUCHING YOUR MOUTH, NOSE AND EYES. 
· DISPOSE YOUR PERSONNAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT RIGHT AFTER USE. DO NOT LEAVE YOUR MASKS OR GLOVES UNATENDED. 
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